
Venous thromboembolism (VTE) is a life-threatening but 

preventable condition that affects millions of people worldwide. 

VTE refers collectively to deep vein 

thrombosis (DVT), a blood clot that occurs in 

a deep vein usually in the leg, and 

pulmonary embolism (PE), a clot that breaks 

loose and travels to the lungs. PE is often 

deadly. 

Up to 60 percent of VTE cases occur during 

or after hospitalization, making it the leading 

cause of preventable hospital death. When 

conducted by a health care professional, a 

VTE risk assessment can indicate personal 

risk and lead to proper prevention. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 


